A retrospective comparison of dental hygiene supervision changes from 2001 to 2011.
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the extent of change in the professional practice environment for dental hygienists in the 50 states and District of Columbia by comparing the state supervision requirements for dental hygienists during 2001 to 2011 to the previous 7 year period, 1993 to 2000. A retrospective comparison evaluation was conducted using the 2 tables entitled "Tasks Permitted and Mandated Supervision of Dental Hygienists by State, 1993, 1998 and 2000" and "Dental Hygiene Practice Act Overview: Permitted Functions and Supervision Levels by State." To score the net change in supervision, a numerical score was assigned to each level of alteration in supervision with a +1 or -1 for each level of change. With a 95% confidence level, the mean change in dental hygiene supervision from 2001 to 2011 was 6.57 with a standard deviation of 5.70 (p-value=0.002). The mean change of supervision from 1993 to 2000 was 2.61 with a standard deviation of 4.36 (p-value=0.0002). The difference in the mean scores for the periods 1993 to 2000 and 2001 to 2011 was 3.96 (p-value=0.06). This study shows that the majority of the states are moving toward a decrease in dental hygiene supervision. Study results suggest that the movement appears to be accelerating with more states adopting fewer supervision regulations at a faster rate. Therefore, direction is moving toward more access to dental health care for underserved populations.